
Albany Township-Monthly Meeting-June 4, 2012
   

The regular monthly township meeting was called to order by Chair Tim Nierenhausen on June 4, 2012, 7:30 P.M. At the 
Albany City Council Chambers.  Supervisors Tim Nierenhausen, Mary Rosen and Rosanne Lehnen were present. 
Also present, Diane Noll, Clerk . 
The pledge of allegiance was recited.
2. The agenda   A motion to accept the agenda was made by Supervisor Lehnen, seconded by Supervisor  Rosen, motion 
carried unanimously.
 3. The Minutes  of the April 23 meeting and April 24-Road Tour were reviewed. Supervisor Rosen, moved to approve the 
minutes as reviewed, seconded by Supervisor Lehnen, motion carried unanimously..
 4. Treasurer's Report  The Treasurer's report was reviewed;  total investments as of today are $301,694.06 with a 
checkbook balance of $104,485.68 This month deposits were $390.27, claims were $4,475.38 and payroll is $1,521.87 .   
 A motion to approve the treasurer's report was made by Supervisor Rosen, seconded by Supervisor Lehnen, motion 
carried.
 5. Approve Claims 7957 to 7967  plus electronic transfer of  052801  
A motion to approve claims 7957 to 7967  plus electronic transfer of 0052801 was made by Supervisor Lehnen , 
seconded by Supervisor Rosen, motion carried unanimously.  

6. Guests
a. Gregg Miller, 34208 Meadowview Drive-proposed tarring of Meadowview Drive

Mr. Miller presented a petition from the residents on Meadowview Drive, requesting the township tar the existing gravel 
road. Eighteen years ago, when the road was built, the township board stated they would tar the road, if it was built to 
standards.  This road was built by Leo Gerads, he was in attendance at the meeting, but does not have any specs on the 
road. Mr. Miller stated if the road was tarred, residents would be responsible for their own shouldering and seeding, this 
would eliminate some expense for the township. Chair Nierenhause has received an estimate from Tri-City Paving for 
$32,000 to complete the job.  
Motion to table to the June meeting, to allow the Town Board to have the road inspected and bored was made by 
Supervisor Lehnen, seconded by Supervisor Rosen, motion carried.
 

b. Pat and Rita Buermann, 37964 Hwy 238-Varinace approval
A request for a Variance has been submitted by Pat and Rita Buermann,  37964 Hwy 238, Albany MN to erect an addition 
to the house including a three car garage, closer to the road right-of-way than current ordinance allows. According to 
Albany Township Land Use and Zoning Ordinance # 4,  Section 9 Primary District Provisions, That in the A-160, A-80, 
A-40, R-5 and Commercial/Recreation Districts, the setback from the center-line of Township roads and private easement 
roads shall be 100 feet. 
The Planning Commission recommends we approve the Variance with  the new structure (at any point) be not less than 
47 feet from the center of the road and  eastern end of  the shed being  61 feet 6 inches from the center of the road way. 
A motion to approve the variance as recommended by the Planning Commission was made by Supervisor Rosen, 
seconded by Supervisor  Lehnen, motion carried unanimously.
The Planning Commission also requested the Town Board check  the fence on the west side of the  Buermann property. 
The fence has been built in the township right-of-way. The size of the road will need to be documented to determine the 
depth of the right-of-way.



7. Road Reports-Supervisor Nierenhausen
a. Review of Road Tour

Contract for Dust Suppressant-Tri City's cost is .92 per gallon or .55 per foot (18 feet wide)We have received requests 
from residents and applications have been sent. A motion to enter into a contract with TriCity to do our dust suppressant 
on the roads graveled last year and the requests from residents was made by Supervisor Lehnen, seconded by Supervisor 
Rosen, motion carried, unanimously.
Contract for Crack Sealing-Contact has been made with Seal King for 5 tons of mix and to seal the requested roads. More 
information is needed, a motion to table to the July meeting was made by Supervisor Rosen, seconded by Supervisor 
Lehnen, motion carried unanimously.
Contract for Seal Coating-motion to table to the June meeting made by Supervisor Lehnen, seconded by Supervisor Rosen, 
motion carried unanimously.
Contract for Graveling-The township will gravel about 4 miles of roads, using approximately 3500 yards of gravel, using 
class 5 with the same specs as last year. For 325 Street, we will do the normal gravel and not rebuild. A motion to 
advertise for 3,500 yards of Class 5 gravel was made by Supervisor Rosen, seconded by Supervisor Lehnen, motion carried 
unanimously.
Contact to repair 239 Avenue-Two quotes were received for the work to be completed on 239 Avenue from 330 Street 
south 1/2 mile. Kotzer Excavating quote was $21,300; David Gerads Construction quote was $74,730. A motion to have 
Kotzer Excavating do the repairs on 239 Avenue at the price quoted, was made by Supervisor Rosen, seconded by 
Supervisor Lehnen, motion carried.
         Chris Kotzer, Kotzer Excavating, was in attendance at the meeting and has requested the Township void his Road 
Contractor Services Agreement. He no longer has an interest in the work. A motion to have Chair Nierenhausen contact 
other contractors for quotes for repairs was made by Supervisor Lehnen, seconded by Supervisor Rosen, motion carried 
unanimously.
         Dave Gerads was in attendance and would be interested in giving us prices on road repairs. Information will be 
forwarded to him.
        Supervisor Lehnen received a complaint from Fred Zeis  who owns property on St. Anna Drive. While cutting hay his 
haybind hit a large rock, causing damage. He states the rock rolled into his field from the road grader. Chair 
Nierenhausen will contact Mr. Zeis, tour the area to locate the rock, and bring information to the June meeting. 

8. Planning Commission-Supervisor Rosen
a. Buermann Variance-Variance approved earlier in meeting.
b. Building Permits-Chair Nierenhausen 

Corey and Holly Borgerding 24584 Co Rd 157, Albany, Permit for pole shed
c.  Appoint member to Planning Commission
A motion to appoint Ryan Pratt as commissioner on our Planning Commission was made by Supervisor Rosen, Seconded 
by Supervisor Lehnen. Motion carried. Lehnen-yes, Rosen-yes, Nierenhausen-no.
Chair Nierenhausen noted that Mr. Pratt has had violations that have been documented by Stearns County Environmental 
Services and is concerned about having a member that does not comply to the ordinances. All board members received a 
letter from Environmental Services stating the violations have been cleared. All information will be filed in the Clerk's 
office.
9. Old Business

a. Achmann Gravel Pit on 330 Street
Jeff Laing was present at the meeting requesting we change the weight limit on 330 Street from a 7 ton road  to a 9 ton 
road to allow heavier loads on the road. He is delaying placing the new approach until this has been approved.



Clerk Noll presented documentation from Hardrives, the contractor that built the road. The road has 6 inches of gravel 
and 3 inches of bituminous which makes this a 7 ton road. 
Mr. Laing stated he spoke with Hardrives and they stated this could be a nine ton road, depending on what is under the 
gravel.
To decide what the road is, it would need to be bored. The road was paved in 2000 and is in relatively good condition. On 
the east end of 330 Street, is the location of the Scepaniak/Viking gravel pit. They have been allowed to use the road as a 
nine ton haul road and have a $10,000 bond with the Township to cover any costs to repair the road. At this time the 
wear on the road by Scepaniak has been minimal.
         A motion to make 330 Street a nine (9) ton road with five (5) ton restrictions during the spring road restrictions, and 
to withdraw the bond now held by Scepaniak was made by Supervisor Lehnen, seconded by Supervisor Rosen, motion 
carried unanimously.

10. New Business
a Road Sign Policy
For us to be in compliance with the state law on sign Retro-reflectivity,  we need to adopt a Road sign inventory 

and replacement policy. The policy states our inventory needs to be complete by June 1, 2013. 
A motion to adopt the Albany Township Road Sign Inventory, Retro-Reflectivity Compliance Evaluation, and Replacement 
Policy was made by Supervisor Lehnen, seconded by Supervisor Rosen, motion carried unanimously.

11. Officer Reports
Supervisor Lehnen-has been in contact with Don Opdahl the Weed Inspector from the SW corner of Minnesota. They will 
do a tour of our township.
Dennis Dirkes, 24643 350 Street is requesting his road be tarred.

12.Upcoming Events
 June 12-Planning Commission 

June 18-Short Course-St. Cloud
June 25-Regular Monthly Meeting

A motion to approve sending Supervisor Rosen and Clerk Noll to the Summer short course was made by Supervisor 
Lehnen, Seconded by Chair Nierenhausen, motion carried unanimously.

13. Open forum
John Kotzer-requests we notify new land owners about permits for new approaches, etc.

14. Adjournment
 There being no further business to come before this meeting a motion to adjourn was made by Supervisor Rosen, 
Seconded by Supervisor Lehnen, motion carried unanimously. 
Meeting adjourned at 9:51 P.M.

Respectfully submitted, 
Diane E Noll
Diane Noll, Township Clerk 
Approved minutes signed:                     Tim Nierenhausen                               07/02/12   
                                                                  Township Chair                           Date 


