
Albany Township-Monthly Meeting-January 23, 2012
   

The regular monthly township meeting was called to order by Chair  Tim Nierenhausen on January 23, 2012, 7:30 P.M. 
At the  Albany City Council Chambers.  Supervisors Tim Nierenhausen,  Dean Berckes and Mary Rosen were present. 
Also present, Diane Noll, Clerk . 
The pledge of allegiance was recited.
2. The agenda;   A motion to accept the agenda was made by Supervisor Rosen, seconded by Supervisor Berckes, motion 
carried.
 3. The Minutes  of the December 19, 2011 were reviewed. Supervisor Berckes, moved to approve the minutes as 
reviewed, seconded by Supervisor  Rosen, motion carried.  .
 4. Treasurer's Report  The Treasurer's report was reviewed;  total investments as of today are $300,842.64 with a 
checkbook balance of $155,113.48 This month deposits were $15,855.45, claims were $6,221.83 and payroll is 
$1,108.23.   A motion to approve the treasurer's report was made by Supervisor Rosen, seconded by Supervisor Berckes, 
motion carried.
 5. Approve Claims 7884 to 7900 plus electronic transfers of 1121 and 1122   
A motion to approve claims 7884 to 7900 plus electronic transfers of 1121 and 1122 was made by Supervisor Berckes, 
seconded by Supervisor Rosen, motion carried.  
6. Guests

a. Mark Koehn-County Assessor
Mark Koen, County Assessor was present to give us our yearly report.  In 2011 Albany Township had $700,000  of new 
construction. This past year the state made numerous changes in the tax structure. There was a change in homestead 
credit, residents still need to register as homestead to receive the credit, but the credit has been reduced. Ag properties are 
receiving a larger share of the tax burden, because ag properties are still rising. In the next 3-5 years ag taxes may 
double. There have been some foreclosures in the township which could reduce the market values of residential property, 
but farm land is still seeing an increase in price. The state is still changing the Green Acres tax credit.  It is now called 
Rural Preserve Program, and farmers have until May 2013 to update their programs.
The 2012 Board of Equalization will be held on Monday, April 9 at 7 P.M. at Albany City Hall. If the board receives any 
questions about tax bills they are to direct residents to Mark Koehn at 320-656-3687
 7. Road Reports-Supervisor Nierenhausen
January 22/23-Sunnybrook was called to sand and plow
248 Ave/County Road 157-Stop sign is down, County will need to replace. 
245 Ave and 360 Street-  stop sign is twisted 
8. Planning Commission-Supervisor Rosen
Chapter 6 is being worked on, Wind Energy Conversion Systems will be discussed.  
Larry Schwinghammer-20498 Quaker Road, Requested a permit for a 5 x 6 utility shed to cover the power box located 
next to the telephone pole for his wind tower.  Because of the small size a permit is not needed. A motion to allow the 
small structure without a permit was made by Supervisor Berckes, seconded by Supervisor Rosen, motion carried.
9. Old Business

a Contractor quotes/fees
It was questioned if we should return to one contractor doing all of the work, instead of having amounts from numerous 
contractors.  Both Forster and Kotzer have been loyal to the Township and help us when needed. There are some concerns 
on the ability of Forster to do the work appropriately. If he is insured and the work is completed, we should continue with 
him for some work.
A motion for Chair Nierenhausen to contact Kotzer Excavating for prices and for Clerk Noll to write up a contract for the 



summer road work was made by Supervisor Berckes, seconded by Supervisor Rosen, motion carried. 
b. Re-open gravel pit on 330th Street
No further information, construction on the approach has not continued. Will table to February meeting.   

10. New Business
a. Approval of GSB Accounting Procedure

Because we have a combined Clerk/Treasurer, we need to have a GSB Accounting Procedure on file.  Amounts for the 
reserve need to be decided by our account, which we will have at the February meeting.  A motion to continue this to the 
February meeting when further information is received was made by Supervisor Rosen, seconded by Supervisor Berckes, 
motion carried.

b. Internal Audit
It is state mandated that the Township Board do an annual audit of the financial records of the township. The Supervisors 
reviewed the claims, disbursements, receipts and cash control reports of the clerk . A motion was made by Supervisor 
Rosen  to approve the financial records;  seconded. by Supervisor Berckes motion carried.

c. Election Board Resolution 
The board has received a copy of resolution no 2012-01 Appointing Absentee Ballot board for March 2012 Township 
Election. Absentee Ballot Election Judges will be Diann Laing, Elizabeth Berckes, Mary Ann Groetsch,  and Judy Fischer. A 
motion to approve Resolution 2012-01 was made by Supervisor Berckes, seconded by Supervisor Rosen and motion 
carried
11. Officers Report 
Supervisor Berckes-January 4, 2012 Albany Fire Department had their election of officers. There was discussion on the 
Firemen's Relief Association. This is the retirement account for the firemen. An outside company has been hired to manage 
the accounts.  This is run through the Fire Department and the township has no control in it.
 February 7 is next fire board meeting. 
Clerk Noll   

-Capitol Day $5 per attendee-Supervisor Rosen and Clerk Noll will attend 
-Letter from Environmental Services Ref to Viking mining operation- Viking Co requested to have their mining 

operation  approved as a registered pre-ordinance mining operation.  The request was denied by Environmental 
Services.  Pit located in parcel 01.00251.0000 and 01.00251.0005.

-Drainage and Wetland Conference
-Shore-land Training

12. Upcoming Events
February 14-Planning Commission
February 27-Monthly Board Meeting-- Starting at 6:00 to discuss Budget
February 29-Township Day at the Capital
March 13-Township Election
March 26- Short Course, St. Cloud 
April 9-Board of Review

13. Public open Forum
Mr. John Peternell, Owner of Albany Fleet Supply, 1241 County Road 10-informed us he is in the process of purchasing 
property to open a Farm Equipment Shop. They would sell used equipment and do small repairs.  Because this would be a 
commercial business, he was advised to contact the County for any permits.
 Mr. John Kotzer, 33504 Cty Rd 10,  questioned if we have heard any further information on the Koss property.  He has 
not received any further information on the change that was to occur to his deed.  The board signed the final paperwork 
in December, and have heard nothing further.



14. Adjournment
A motion to extend this meeting to 6:00 on February 27 to discuss the budget and continue with our regular monthly 
meeting was made by Supervisor Rosen  seconded by Supervisor Berckes, motion carried.

Meeting adjourned at 10: 31 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Diane E Noll
Diane Noll, Township Clerk 

Approved minutes signed:                     Tim Nierenhausen                               02/27/12   
                                                                  Township Chair                           Date
 


